
42017011 Luke 17 11-19 Ten Lepers Gifts More Gifts (TJP) – page 1 

www.scholia.net 

"The Ten Lepers, Gifts and More Gifts" 
Luke 17:11-19 

October 24, 2004 

Thanksgiving 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Boise, Idaho  

Pastor Tim Pauls 

If you are going to rejoice fully in the Gospel lesson today, you must observe both what Jesus does, 

and what He doesn’t do. It’s then that you will see how gracious and merciful your Savior is. 

 

I. The Story of the Ten Lepers 

 

The text is straightforward enough. Jesus is passing along the border between Samaria and Galilee, a 

remote area where nobody lives; nobody, that is, who can live anywhere else. But it’s here, in this 

isolated place, that ten lepers are waiting to die. Leprosy is a highly contagious disease, and the law 

of the time states that lepers may not live in society, with family and friends. They have to live in the 

middle of nowhere, far from everyone else. When someone comes near, they are required to shout at 

them to stay away. There are few lonelier plights than being a leper, isolated from everyone else and 

waiting to die. So these ten have banded together; they might otherwise hate each other, but they 

share the bond of loneliness and terminal disease. 

 

When Jesus approaches, the lepers shout; but the shout isn’t “Stay away!” Rather, it’s “Jesus, 

Master, have mercy on us!” Ostracized as they are, they’ve still heard the Word about the Lord. 

They believe enough that He can heal them that they call out for His mercy. They want their lives 

back. They want to be healed. They want to go home. 

 

Now, look what Jesus does. He speaks His Word, His powerful Word—the same Word that created 

the heavens and the earth. He says, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” There’s only one reason 

why lepers would, could, go to the priests—they would go if they were healed and wanted clearance 

to go back home. When Jesus says, “Go, show yourselves to the priests,” He’s telling them that He’s 

healing them. They cried out, “Have mercy!” Jesus responds, “I will. Go.” 

 

Ten start running home, and who can blame them? They had lost everything and were waiting to die; 

now they can go back home, embrace their wives and hug their kids. They’ve been given new life, 

and so they’re off. One, however, turns around. He falls at the feet of Jesus and thanks Him. The 

priests will be there when he gets home to tell him that he’s healed. But isn’t the Healer more 

powerful than those who confirm the healing? 

 

Jesus speaks again, inquiring, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not 

any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” Truly, the other nine have 

proven themselves thankless; Jesus gave them their lives back, and they didn’t even stop to express 

their gratitude. The one, however, has; and Jesus says to Him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has 

made you well.” 

 

That’s what Jesus does for the ten lepers. By His Word, He heals them. Where they were waiting for 

their painful death to finalize, He’s given them their lives back. 
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Now, note what Jesus doesn’t do. He doesn’t take the miracle back from the nine who didn’t thank 

Him. He doesn’t say, “Since they didn’t bother to thank Me for giving them life, I’m going to give 

them leprosy again.” He doesn’t afflict them for their sinful ingratitude. In fact, He’s going to go to 

the cross and die for their sins, including their thanklessness, so that He can forgive them and heal 

them of that, too. 

 

So to sum up this quick look at the text, we note this about Jesus and about the lepers. Concerning 

Jesus, He doesn’t heal them because of their gratitude, because of who they are; He heals them 

because of who He is. He’s their Creator and their Savior, and He has come to give them life. 

Concerning the nine lepers, they trusted that the Lord would heal Him, and He did; for this, they 

should be commended. The problem with the nine lepers is that they left too soon! They were so 

delighted with Jesus’ gift of healing that they ran away from Him while He still had more to give. So 

keep the one leper in mind. Thankful though he was for hope for this life, he stayed with the Lord a 

while longer. And to him, Jesus says, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.” Jesus 

hasn’t just given him physical healing. He’s strengthened his faith, too. The tenth leper doesn’t just 

depart healed for this life; he also departs a forgiven child of God with eternal life. 

 

II. Gifts. And More Gifts 

 

God gives us all sorts of gifts. For one thing, He gives us all that we need to support this body and 

life. When children memorize the explanation to the 1st Article of the Creed, they get to name some 

of these blessings: “He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my reason 

and all my senses, and still preserves them; also clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and 

home, wife and children, fields, cattle and all my goods.” 

 

God gives us all that we have, and here’s the stunning part: God gives all of this to us whether we 

thank Him or not. If you fail to give thanks to God for your food today, He will still provide food for 

you tomorrow. In fact, He provides food for all people, whether they thank Him or not. Even when 

people give thanks and credit to a false god, the Lord still provides what they need for this life 

anyway, to give them time to live and believe in Him. 

 

So behold how giving the Lord is! He gives you all that you need, whether you say “thanks” or not. 

However, the Lord is far, far better at giving than we are at receiving; so this text warns us of two 

sins, one that leads to another. 

 

The first sin is ingratitude. God gives, and we fail to say thanks. Ingratitude is usually the tip of the 

iceberg, though. It might be that we’re just thankless clods who never learned to say thank you. 

More likely, however, we fail to thank God because we don’t think He deserves the credit. It’s so 

easy for us to imagine, “I’m the one who got the job that earns the paycheck that buys the food and 

clothes. It isn’t God doing this. It’s me doing all the work.” This isn’t just thanklessness, but a silly 

pride. Could you get the job without the body and mind He’s given you? Could you keep the job 

without the health that He continues to provide? The work that you have to do is only because God 

regards you so highly that He has made you an instrument to do the work that earns the food that 

feeds you and your family. 

 

Nevertheless, you and are a pretty thankless lot. We fail to thank the Lord for all of His good gifts 

for this life. That’s sin. He keeps on providing because of who He is, but that doesn’t make our 
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thanklessness an option; instead, it should only make us more ashamed for our ingratitude. 

 

But while that’s a sin, it’s not near as dangerous as the sin it leads to. What was the big error of the 

nine lepers? They ran away from Jesus while He still had more to give. So it is with you and me. 

What I mean is this: We are blessed with great prosperity in our land. We not only have what we 

absolutely need, but we have a lot of luxuries and things we want, too. We are greatly blessed with 

material things, all gifts from God. And here’s the problem: we become so enamored with the gifts 

that God gives for this life that we’re tempted not to care if He has more gifts to give. We let His 

gifts for this life occupy us so much that we have little concern about eternal life. 

 

We ought to be concerned about eternal life. After all, everything that God gives for this life is in a 

world infected by sin, and it’s going to fall apart. Food is great, but it goes bad after a few days. Cars 

can be pretty nice, but they wear out. Our bodies are amazing miracles, but they don’t last forever. 

We all suffer the leprosy of sin, and so we all face death. 

 

That’s why you don’t want to run away from Jesus with just His gifts for this life, because He has 

more to give. He has eternal life to give. 

 

For you and for me, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became flesh. He lived perfect life without sin—so 

He didn’t have to die for Himself. Instead, He died for you. He suffered death on the cross in order 

to suffer God’s judgment for the sins of the world—to endure the judgment for your sins, so that you 

wouldn’t have to. And now, risen again, the Lord Jesus Christ declares that He has far more to give 

you than stuff for this life. He has forgiveness and faith and salvation so that you might be delivered 

from death to eternal life. 

 

So Jesus stands ready with gifts, and with more gifts; and this is where the world misunderstands the 

Savior. The world portrays Jesus as a harsh taskmaster who demands strict obedience or death. This 

simply is untrue: The Lord instead seeks to give you all good things. He declares, “Because hunger 

and exposure would kill you, I give you food and clothing; to prolong your life on earth, I give you 

all you need. And because sin would kill you, I warn you against it and give you forgiveness and 

faith and salvation. It’s all absolutely free, a gift to you.” 

 

One might say that the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian is this: The non-Christian 

runs away too quickly, before the Lord has given him everything He wants to give. The Christian, on 

the other hand, sticks around and receives the whole kit and kaboodle. This does not mean that the 

Christian is somehow more loved or privileged in the eyes of God; for God has sacrificed His Son 

for all people, and desires all to be saved. Therefore, rejoice this day, because—by His Word—the 

Lord gives you this forgiveness and life freely; and as He continues to give you food to strengthen 

your health and give you life, so He also desires continually give you forgiveness to strengthen your 

faith and give you life. This is why we gather here on Sunday morning: not so that we can serve Him 

here, but so that He might serve us here, giving us life and salvation. 

 

So we rejoice today not to run away quickly. By faith, we give thanks to the Lord for all of His gifts 

for this life. But thanks be to God all the more for His eternal gifts of grace, faith and salvation. For 

by His Word today, the crucified and risen Lord Jesus declares, “I’ve given you faith, and your faith 

has made you well. Eternal life is yours, for you are forgiven for all of your sins.” 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


